The Epiphany of the Lord
January 7, 2018
All kings shall pay him homage, all nations shall serve him.
— Psalm 72:11
From the Padre’s Desk:
My Dear Friends:
Today Isaiah reminds the people of God that the land shall be restored to their possession, they shall rejoice to see their
people return from the bondage of exile, and that they shall be a light to the nations. In other words, through the people of
Israel, the Savior shall come to all people who seek God with a sincere heart. This brings joy and the radiance of God’s glory to
all the world and to all people everywhere. Through the fidelity of the people of God, and through God’s fidelity to them, all
people shall become God’s children and rejoice in the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel.
In Christ,
Fr. William
FAITH FORMATION: Every Sunday at 11am
ADORATION: Of the Blessed Sacrament Friday after mass (10-11am)
FIRST FRIDAY: February 2, 2018
PRAYER GROUP: Tuesday after the 9:30am mass
CHOIR PRACTICE: Wednesday, 6pm Spanish, 7pm English
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Every first Wednesday of the month, 7pm.
PARISH COUNCIL: Sunday, February 4, 2018, 1:15pm, Price Building
FINANCE COMMITTEE: To be announced
ALTAR SOCIETY: To be announced
EMMAUS: Every Thursday, 7pm, Price Building
PRISON MINISTRY: Every Thursday

BAPTISMS
If you need information please call the Parish
office during office hours or Sundays after mass.
Office Hours:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

10:00am – 12:00pm
10:00am – 12:00pm
10:00am – 12:00pm

Reconciliation Service:
Saturday, 4:00-430pm or with appointment

If you need to speak with Fr. William please call the Office during office hours and make an appointment. In case of an
emergency, if a family member dies or is in the hospital, please call the office. If the office is closed, please call the Rectory and
leave a message, Fr. William will return your call as soon as possible. Office #: 336-599-4122 - Rectory #: 336- 599-6428
To have a loved one remembered at a Mass (Suggested donation is $10.00). To provide the Sanctuary Lamp that burns before
the Blessed Sacrament (Suggested offering is $35.00), or to provide the parish with altar bread and wine used at the Mass
(Suggested offering is $55.00). Please call the Parish office 336-599-4122
PLEASE PRAY: For our Church, Pope Francis I, and all our leaders; pray for the Holy Father’s intention that the importance of
forgiveness and reconciliation between individuals and peoples may be understood and that through her testimony the Church may spread
Christ’s love, the source of new humanity.
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Father, in your plan for our salvation you Shepherd for your people. Fill your Church with the spirit of
continual love. Give us more priests, worthy ministers for your altar and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. Grant us an increase in
vocations to the Religious life. May more of your people respond to your call in a spirit of joyful generosity, may they serve your people in
love by following in the footsteps of Christ, your Son, and provide by their way of life a convincing sign of your kingdom. We ask this
through Christ Our Lord. Mary, Mother of the Church, Pray for us.

Be Our Daily Star
God of all heaven and earth,
From the breath of your love came the creation of the world.
We are amazed at the vast beauty of the night sky and at the intimate nature of
the love you have for us your children.
Be our daily star,
Guiding our lives to search for kingdom love.
May we always follow your light of truth in all that we do,
Forever trusting, hoping and believing in your word.
Lift our eyes tonight to see your eternal life shining brightly,
Leading us home.
Amen.

PRAY FOR OUR PARISHIONERS
Gary Clements, Linda Toth, Mary Williamson, Gloria Wiener, Scott Varney, Brenda Capps, Bobby Rigsby, Socorro Rigsby, Ken Emser,
Paul Cicchetti , Saul Reyes, David Savoxsky, Barbara Bland, Virgilo Baltazar, Julie Marshall, Charles Rigsbee, Donald Wilson, Richard
Tofte, David Reedy, Rose Pratico, David Ramsey, Julian Alexander, Bo Currier, John Swanik, Marty Martel, Annie O'Connor, Jorge Gamez
Magaña, Glafira Rangel, Don Jennings, Dick Cramer.
Dear Lord, I come before you today in need of your healing hand. In you all things are possible. Hold my heart within yours, and renew my
mind, body, and soul. Amen

NEWS FROM OUR PARISH www.stmaryandedward.org
SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection for January 6 and 7 if for Maintenance and Repair. Thank you for your
generosity.
OFFERTORY ENVELOPES: Offertory Envelopes for the year 2018 are available in the vestibule of the Price Building. If
you are a new envelope user, please take an unallocated box and fill in the form with your name, address and the number of
the box you've taken.
LOVE MY LIFE RALEIGH: The 8th Annual Love My Life Youth Rally will be held Saturday, January 13 at Holy Name of
Jesus Cathedral beginning at 9:30 AM. Our group will meet at Sts. Mary and Edward at 7:45am to leave at 8:00am and be at
the Cathedral at 9:15am. Parents are welcome to come. All youth that will participate of this March will need to have a
permission form completed and signed by the parents.
IF YOU ARE NEW TO THE PARISH: Welcome! Introduce yourself to Fr. William, fill out a registration card and return it
to the Parish office.
POPE FRANCIS MESSAGE ON NEW YEAR: The year opens in the name of the Mother. Mother of God is the most
important title of Our Lady. We should be grateful, because these words contain a magnificent truth about God and about
ourselves. To call Mary the Mother of God reminds us of this: God is close to humanity, even as a child is close to the mother
who bears him in her womb. In his Mother, the God of heaven, the infinite God, made himself small, he became matter, not
only to be with us but also to be like us. And we proclaim it by saying: Mother of God! Ours is the joy of knowing that our
solitude has ended. It is the beauty of knowing that we are beloved children, of knowing that this childhood of ours can never
be taken away from us. It is to see a reflection of ourselves in the frail and infant God resting in his mother’s arms, and to
realize that humanity is precious and sacred to the Lord. Henceforth, to serve human life is to serve God. All life, from life in
the mother’s womb to that of the elderly, the suffering and the sick, and to that of the troublesome and even repellent, is to be
welcomed, loved and helped. Let us now be guided by today’s Gospel. Only one thing is said about the Mother of God: “Mary
kept all these things, pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2:19). Mary does not speak. The Gospel does not report a single word
of hers in the entire account of Christmas. His Mother joins her Son and keeps these things in silence. That silence tells us that,
if we would “keep” ourselves, we need silence. We need to remain silent as we gaze upon the crib. Pondering the crib, we
discover anew that we are loved; we savour the real meaning of life. As we look on in silence, we let Jesus speak to our heart.
His lowliness lays low our pride; his poverty challenges our outward display; his tender love touches our hardened hearts. To
set aside a moment of silence each day to be with God is to “keep” our soul; it is to “keep” our freedom from being corroded by
the banality of consumerism, the blare of commercials, the stream of empty words and the overpowering waves of empty
chatter and loud shouting. Devotion to Mary is not spiritual etiquette; it is a requirement of the Christian life. May the Mother,
God’s finest human creation, guard and keep this year, and bring the peace of her Son to our hearts and to our world.
LAUDATO SI’: ON THE CARE OF OUR COMMON HOME (Pope Francis)
CHAPTER FOUR: INTEGRAL ECOLOGY - 137. Since everything is closely interrelated, and today’s problems call for a
vision capable of taking into account every aspect of the global crisis, I suggest that we now consider some elements of an
integral ecology, one which clearly respects its human and social dimensions.
I. ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ECOLOGY - 138. Ecology studies the relationship between living
organisms and the environment in which they develop. This necessarily entails reflection and debate about the conditions
required for the life and survival of society, and the honesty needed to question certain models of development, production and
consumption. It cannot be emphasized enough how everything is interconnected. Time and space are not independent of one
another, and not even atoms or subatomic particles can be considered in isolation. Just as the different aspects of the planet –
physical, chemical and biological – are interrelated, so too living species are part of a network which we will never fully explore
and understand. A good part of our genetic code is shared by many living beings. It follows that the fragmentation of
knowledge and the isolation of bits of information can actually become a form of ignorance, unless they are integrated into a
broader vision of reality.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK:
Monday:
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9;
Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Mk 1:7-11
Tuesday:
1 Sm 1:9-20 or 1 Sm 1:1-8 and 1 Sm 1:9-20;1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;
Mk 1:21-28 or Mk 1:14-20 and Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25; Mk 1:40-45
Friday:
1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday:
1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday:
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42

(Monthly Budget $9,500)
Offertory: $2,357.43

